determined owing to the nature of Q bands in this region (fig 2) . R banding analysis of a second blood sample, using BudR-AO, showed an interstitial deletion with breakpoints at p12 and p15 (fig 2) . There was no evidence for insertion of the missing piece into another chromosome. No mosaicism was found in 50 cells analysed. The karyotype was thus designated 46,XX,del (4)(pl2pl 5 5 We agree with Francke et al1 that a 'proximal 4p-syndrome' exists that involves the segment 4pll--pl5 and which is distinguishable clinically and cytologically from the 'distal 4p-syndrome' involving deletion of 4p16. Advanced banding techniques need to be used to distinguish precisely such structural chromosomal abnormalities. Detailed knowledge of the phenotype and prognosis associated with specific chromosomal anomalies is necessary for proper interpretation of abnormal cytogenetic findings and for genetic counselling, especially in antenatal cytogenetic diagnosis.
